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Dear Parents/Guardians,    

Camp Week has arrived bring lots of excitement and a few 
nerves. Camps proved a wonderful backdrop for making new 
friends and developing strong classroom relationships. The 
weather is looking brilliant and I am sure everyone will have a 
fantastic time away.  

Thank you to all who attended the reading information session 
on Friday. We hope it was helpful in letting you understand the  
best ways children learn to read and how we can work together  
to develop literacy skills. A big thank you to Mrs Sundqvist for 
leading this session. 

Pupil Free Day  

This Friday will be a pupil free day. All staff will be attending 

First Aid and Diabetes training.  OSH Club will be open for any 

student who requires supervision.  

Parents and Friends AGM   

Parents and Friends will be 
held on Monday 20th Febru-
ary at 9:00am in the Library. 
All families are welcome to attend. Come along and join this 
fantastic group of people. Discover that there are no set times 
or skills needed. Volunteering to help out is very rewarding and 
beneficial for all students. 

Reminders:  

• Student / family emergency contact form  

• Student Permission forms for 2023 

• Parent /teacher interviews 

• Prep School Nursing Program 

 

Parent teacher interviews  

Parent teacher interviews will be held on Wednesday the 22nd 

February. Interviews will be held between 1:00-6:00pm. Please 

mark this date in your diaries.   

 

Making payments  

When making payments by Bpay can you 
please contact / email the office and let us 
know what the payments are for.  Making 
comments on your banking APP does not 
come through to the school. 

Coimadai.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Cyber Safety –22nd March   

Coimadai PS  will be joining  forces with all schools in the Bac-

chus Marsh district, Bacchus Marsh Police / Blue Light  to pre-

sent cyber safety information sessions. Informing and empower-

ing parents to be better educated and aware of  children’s activi-

ties on social media platforms is a great area of concern and I 

strongly encourage all parents to attend. More details will be 

published in the coming weeks. 

 

School Council  

Can all nominations for school Council please be returned to the 

school office by Friday the 24th February. If more than 5 nomi-

nations are received then an election will be held. The first 

school council meeting and  AGM will be held on Tuesday 14th 

march. 

Car park rules 

We are fortunate enough to be able to park on site at Coimadai, 

however to ensure everyone’s safety we ask that all families 

model our car park expectations. When driving on the school 

grounds the speed limit is 10km. When parking in the car park, 

we ask that you park at a 90° angle. All pedestrians in the car 

park are to walk on the grey stoned paths and not cut 

across the car park (white parking area). This is extremely 

important, as cars reversing may not see a young child behind 

their car if they are walking across the parking area. 

Bunnings BBQ 

Our school will be running the Bunnings BBQ on Saturday the 

29th of July. Parents and Friends will require around 20 volun-

teer/helpers on the day so please keep this date free. 

160th Anniversary—Bush Dance 

To celebrate our school’s 160th Anniversary we will be holding 

special events during the week of 16-20th October and ending 

on Friday the 20th with an evening bush dance for the entire 

school community.  

Student Representative Council  

Congratulations to Declan, Oscar, Alannah M. Theodore, Blake 

and Sonny who were elected to our SRC for Term 1.  

Thank you Regan Montgomery for up dating the names on the 

classroom doors. 

Somers Camp For those selected students attending Somers 

Camp in March the camps fee of $260 needs to be paid before 

Friday 3rd March.  
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Important Dates 
February 

13th –15th Grade 2-6 school camp at Malms-
bury 

17th Pupil Free day 

20th Parents & Friends AGM 

22nd Parent –teacher interviews 

March 

1st BMPSSA Swimming Carnival 

7th Somers Camp begins 

8th & 15th AFL football clinics 

13th Labour Day Public Holiday 

14th School Council Meeting 

15th Somers camp ends  

        NAPLAN testing begins 

22nd Cyber Parent information night 

24th Whole school Sports Day at Masons 
Lane 

30th School Swimming program begins  

April 

6th April Term 1 ends at 2:30pm 

24th Term 2 begins 

25th ANZAC Day 

May  

5th BMPSSA Athletics Day at Mason Lane 

12th BMPSSA Cross Country  

25th Divisional Cross Country  

June  

7th Winter Sports 

23rd Term 2 ends at 2;30pm 

August 

8th Life Education Progam 

September 

1st Summer Sports 

Whole School Sports Day—24th March  Coimadai PS will be 

joining Balliang East, St. Partick’s Gordon and St Bridgit’s Ballan for 

a small school’s athletics/ sports day. This day will take place at 

Mason’s Lane, Bacchus Marsh. Parents are welcome to come 

along and cheer our students as they compete so mark it on your 

calendar. More information about this day will be sent home in the 

near future. 

Office Hours - Mrs. Alice Harrison will work on Tuesday and on 

Thursday. We ask that all families send payments, permission 

forms  or notes in your child’s reader packet and it will be sent to 

the office in the teacher’s classroom cash bag.  

We have students who are anaphylaxis to 

nuts and so we aim to be a nut free  
Emergency Procedures: In the next few weeks we will be holding  

school fire drills. As a part of this process all students, staff and 

visitors on site are required to evacuate the buildings and relocate 

on the school oval or in the Library. During these times all students, 

staff and visitors need to follow evacuation procedures. Following 

in the newsletter are the steps on what to do if you are on site 

when an evacuation takes place.  

In the event that we have an emergency, our first priority is to en-
sure that the students are safe and call for support through 000 and 
the DET Emergency Management number. As soon as 000 are 
called the media will be aware of our emergency. With social media 
and police scanners, you may be aware of the incident before we 
have had time to communicate with you. As stated our first priority 
is to ensure all student, staff and visitors are safe. At our earliest 
convenience we will make contact with families either via phone, 
sms or email.   

School facilities in the highest risk of danger are placed on the 
Bushfire At Risk Register (BARR). Coimadai is on this list due 
to the fact that there is only one road in and one road out  of 
the school and this then increases our risk during a fire.  When a 
Code Red fire danger rating is forecast for our area we will be re-
quired to close our school. The last time our school was closed due 
to this reason was back in 2011. Please be advised that I will notify 
all families in writing the day prior to closing. DET has recently 
changed their policy on what BARR schools are allowed to do 
on days when Extreme fire danger rating is forecast. On these 
days, schools will be notified by the Regional Director by 12:00noon 
( the latest possible time) the day before the Extreme Forecast day 
to close or relocate the school. The Regional Director and associat-
ed emergency agencies will view the associated predictions and 
data and make an on balanced judgement about the school clo-
sure. They will endeavour to  notify the school 2 days in advance of 
the day prior to closure or relocation.  Once the decision has been 
made to close the school it will not be reversed. More information 
about the BARR is located further on in the newsletter.  

 

Have a great week, 

Moira 
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Happy Birthday to Noah 

 who celebrated his birthday this week. I hope 
you had a lovely day celebrating with family 

and friends. 

 

 

 

Principal Awards 
Liam -For making a great start at his new 

school. 

Sonny-For contributing well to class discus-

sions. 

Billee– Fore settling in well at Coimadai PS. 

Amelia-For working hard on her reading. 

Evie-For following school rules and making 

sure her peers are safe. 

Ellie-For helping her friend solve a problem. 

 

25 Nights Reading 

Alanna M. Zoe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder to please return your Parent/Teacher 

interview notice if you have not already done so. 

Interviews will be held in the Library from 12:00pm 

–6:00pm on Wednesday 22nd February.  

Comments when making  Bpay payments do 
NOT come through to school. Please send an  
Email to: coimadai.ps@ education.vic.gov.au 

stating what the payment is for, if an email is not 
received, funds will be allocated to the oldest ac-
count first.  
Thank you. 

operate a small canteen at lunch times.  Icy poles 
and chips are sold for 50cents and flavoured milk 

If you are wanting to volunteer at Coimadai Primary 

working across the school it is essential that you have 

a current Working With Children Check. Please pro-

vide a copy of this to the office. If you need assistance 

obtaining a WWCC please come into the office for sup-

port. Applications can be processed online at http://

www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/

Our first days at school saw all students quite 
hungry by morning break time. Students de-
voured their fruit at our 10am Munch and Crunch 
break. As the students’ bodies were craving food 
after a full morning of learning I ask that you en-
sure that you provide ample healthy snacks for 
your child as they get back into the routine of eat-
ing at set times.  
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Let’s reward the students who make certain 

that they are at school as often as possible.  

A whole Term without 1 day absent and you receive a 
movie ticket! 

 

Perfect attendance will be recognised on a monthly 
basis at Friday’s assemblies. 

           

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply. $125 per 
year is paid for eligible primary school students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the student. 
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-
government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or; 

• on the first day of Term two; 

• a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Vet-
erans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) 
holder, OR 

• b) Be a temporary foster parent, and 

• c) Submit an application to the school by the due date. 
 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

Parents who have received CSEF in 2022 only need to bring into the office their current Health Care Card. 

Application forms should be completed and lodged with schools by 20th February 2023, as payments are 
made from March. However schools will be able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each 
year. If you have not yet received a form and believe that you are eligible for this benefit, please contact the office. 



Coimadai Primary School Newsletter Page 6 

• Students, staff and visitors are reminded that personal property (mobile phones, toys etc.) 
bought to school are done so at the owner’s own risk. DET does not hold insurance for personal 
property.  

• School speed limits apply outside every school in Victoria to increase the safety for our most vulnera-
ble road users - children. Speed limits will be reduced to either 40km/h or 60km/h outside schools in the 
morning from 8am to 9.30am and in the afternoon from 2.30pm to 4pm.  

• No Kids in Hot Cars—The temperature inside a car begins to rise as soon as the door closes, and 
within minutes it can be double the temperature outside. So if it is 30 degrees outside, it can be more 
than 60 degrees inside a car in just a few minutes. With smaller bodies and under-developed nervous 
systems, young children are at much greater risk of life-threatening heatstroke, dehydration and other 
serious health risks. While the summer holidays may be over, the warm weather continues throughout 
term one. Continued advertisements about the dangers of leaving kids in hot cars have been broadcast 
in the general community. Please help spread this important messages with your friends, family and 
community.  

The conveyance allowance is a form of financial assistance to help families in rural and regional 

Victoria with the cost of transporting their children to their nearest appropriate school/campus. The 

conveyance allowance is available to eligible students travelling by public transport, private car 

and private bus. The conveyance allowance is also available to eligible students whose nearest 

school is not serviced by a free school bus. 

Eligibility criteria 

The eligibility criteria varies depending on the type of school attended and where it is located. Stu-

dents attending a government or non-government school must: 

attend their nearest government or non-government school/campus appropriate to their year level 

at which admission is permissible 

• reside outside Melbourne’s metropolitan conveyance boundary 

• reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended 

• be of school age (5 to 18 years old at time of application) and reside in Victoria. 

Payment amounts 

Depending on how a student travels to school, an eligible student may be granted a conveyance 

based on: 

• the least expensive public transport fares; and/or 

• a distance based allowance when travel is by private car and/or private bus. 

  

Families who received this payment in 2022 have already been processed. If you believe 

that you are eligible, please contact the office. These forms need to be completed and re-

turned to the school by Monday, 20th February, 2023. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
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Next week we will be sending home calls for nominations for School Council.  

What is a school council and what does it do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are 
given powers to set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school 
council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
Who is on the school council? 
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from 
this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent mem-
bers at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more 
than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is auto-
matically one of these members. 

An optional Community member category - members are coopted by a decision of the council 
because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be 
Community members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members ex-
pires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

 
The next meeting  and AGM for Parents and Friends will be on Monday 20th 

February at 9:00am in the Library.  



Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving 

life. 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red 

fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.  Our school has been identified as be-

ing one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter 

[and SMS message/phone tree].  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commis-

sioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are advised of the confirmation of 

the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  

This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important 

to note that: 

• No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

• School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology 

district in which the camp is located. 

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect schools. 

 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children 

should never be left at home or in the care of older children.   



When on site, please ensure that you sign yourself and any other person/child with you into our visi-

tors book. 

 

If the emergency alarm is sounded, please evacuate immediately (external to the oval—road 

end, internal to the library) via the most direct route.  

Once in the designated area, staff will ensure that all personnel are present and accounted for—the 

sign in book will be used to ensure all visitors to the site are present. This is why it is vital that you 
sign in. 

 

Remain in the designated area until further instructions are given by the incident commander. No 

one will be allowed to return to the classrooms etc. until the emergency services have deemed the 

site safe.  

Every day counts – school attendance 

We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education 
begin with students coming to school each and every day. Missing school can have a major 
impact on a child’s future – a student missing one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by the end 
of the year. By Year 10 they’ll have missed more than a year of school. 

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, 
and can affect their educational outcomes. Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason 
your child must miss school, there are things we can do together to ensure they don’t fall behind: 

• Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up. 

• Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the 
plan. 

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as 
early as possible. If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom 
teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school every day. 


