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Dear Parents and Carers,

With the summer and bushfire season upon us, | would
like to take this opportunity to inform you of the
emergency procedures that are in place at our school
to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students and
staff. Coimadai Primary School has been identified as
a school at risk of bushfires and, as a result, receives
a government grant to support preparedness and
emergency planning. This funding assists the school in
maintaining the grounds and facilities to reduce fire
risk and to ensure we are well equipped to respond
effectively should an emergency occur.

The school grounds are kept neat and tidy at all times.
Grass is mowed on a regular basis, debris is cleared
promptly, and gardens are trimmed back from
buildings to minimise fuel loads and reduce the risk of
fire spreading. These maintenance practices form an
important part of our bushfire risk management
strategy.

In the event of an emergency, the library has been
designated as our “shelter in place.” The library is a
double-brick building and has been specifically
modified to meet safety requirements. It has been
fitted with fire-proof screens, treated with fire-
retardant paint, and had vents sealed to prevent
airborne embers or sparks from entering and causing
ignition. These measures significantly increase the
level of protection available during a bushfire event.
An emergency kit is stored in the library and is
regularly checked to ensure it is well stocked and
ready for use. This kit contains essential supplies to
support students and staff if we are required to
shelter in place or if an evacuation is necessary. Staff
are familiar with emergency procedures and practise
these through regular drills so that responses can be
calm, organised, and effective.

Please be assured that the safety of our school
community is our highest priority. We continue to
review and update our emergency management plans
in line with Department guidelines and seasonal
conditions. Further information will be communicated
to families as required, particularly on days of
elevated fire risk.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding our
emergency procedures, please do not hesitate to
contact the school.
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Book Fair
Our Book Fair has been set for May 5th-9" May.

School Council

School Council nominations close on Friday the 13" of
February. If we receive more than 3 nominations then an
election will be held so that members can be elected onto
concil. The proposed date for the AGM and first school council
meeting will be on Tuesdat the 3" of March.

Parent-Teacher Interviews

Parent—Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday 10
February. These 15-minute interviews provide an opportunity to
meet your child’s teacher and discuss learning goals.
Interviews will be held in the library.

Phone or Webex meetings can be arranged if you are unable to
attend in person. If you cannot attend on this day, please
contact your child’s classroom teacher to arrange an alternative
time.

Student Details
Student contact detail forms have been sent home. Please
ensure all information is accurate and up to date. It is essential
that the school is notified of any changes to:

. Mobile phone numbers

. Emergency contacts

» Residential or email addresses
Maintaining current contact details is the responsibility of all
families and is vital in the event of an emergency.

Parents and Friends — AGM and Meeting

Coimadai PS Parents and Friends is a vibrant group that
contributes greatly to our school community. All parents are
welcome, and any level of involvement is greatly appreciated.
For more information, please see Jo Cornish, Kyrie Harris or
Krystal Doohan.

The next meeting and AGM will be held on Wednesday 11th
February at 9:00am in the library. At this meeting Child Safety
training will be presented to all people who volunteer in our
school.
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Cyber Safety Program

Bacchus Marsh Bendigo Community Bank and
Bacchus Marsh Blue Light Community have partnered
to provide cyber safety education for students and
parents across the Bacchus Marsh community.
Thanks to generous funding from Bendigo Bank, all
families can participate in The Inform and Empower
Cyber Safety Program at no cost.

. Students will participate in sessions at school
throughout the year with corresponding information
being sent home for families to continue discussing

» Parents are invited to attend an information session
at the Shire Hall, Bacchus Marsh on Thursday 26

February 7:00pm. 2
More details are included in the
flyer attached to this newsletter.
| strongly encourage all parents
to attend.

Student Books and Stationery
All student stationery must be purchased by families.
. Online packs have been delivered and have been
labelled at school, ready for use.
. Families purchasing their own supplies should bring
items to school as soon as possible

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)

The Victorian Government’'s CSEF supports eligible
families with costs associated with camps, excursions
and sporting activities.

Eligible families may receive $400 per child, paid
directly to the school.

You may be eligible if you hold a valid concession card
or support a child in Out of Home Care. Special
consideration applies for asylum seeker and refugee
families. New applicants should contact the office or
download the application form from the Victorian
Government website. Families who applied last year do
not need to reapply unless circumstances have
changed.
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Whole School Sports Day — Tuesday 31 March
Coimadai PS will join Balliang East PS, St Patrick’s Gordon and
St Brigid's Ballan for a Small Schools Athletics Day.

« Location: Mason's Lane, Bacchus Marsh

. Parents are welcome to attend and support students
Further information will be provided closer to the date.

School Fees

When making BPAY payments, please notify the school (by
email or in person) of what the payment is for, as the
Department system does not specify payment purpose. Alice
needs this information to correctly allocate payments.

Car Park Safety
To ensure safety:
« Speed limit on school grounds is 10km/h
. Please park at a 90-degree angle
. Pedestrians must use the concrete footpaths and not walk
through parking bays
This is particularly important for the safety of young children.
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Lincon - For being a fantastic role model in our class.

Bodie - For his fantastic efoort on spelling new words.

Amarah - for always trying and giving her best effort!

Pippa - For a fantastic start of her prep year.

Hope - For being willing to take on new responsibilities in the senior room.
Emmaly - For asking thoughtful questions to support her learning.
Jackson G - For his great attitude towards his learning.

Ellie - For doing her best work in writing.



Dear Parents and Carers,

School Review — Tuesday 17 February
On Tuesday 17 February, our school will be undertaking
a School Review. All schools complete a review every
four years.
The review process allows schools to celebrate
achievements while also identifying areas for
improvement and setting directions for the next four
years. A panel of reviewers will examine school data
from the past four years, including:

- NAPLAN results

. Teacher judgement (student reports)

. Student, staff and parent survey results

. Attendance and absence data
The panel will also spend the morning visiting
classrooms and speaking with students, staff and
parents to gain a comprehensive understanding of our
school.
Following the review, new goals will be established and
an Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) developed. As
part of the process the panel would like to meet and
speak with a parent group. The parent group
discussions will be held in the library. We are seeking
5—10 parents to participate. The focus group will meet
with the reviewer, Chris McCullam, at 9:00am.

At present | have 4 parents who have volunteered to
be part of the parent focus group. If you are
interested in being part of this group, please come
and see me.



The new Australian Fire Danger Ratings (AFDRS) levels are:
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SCHOOL PROCEDURES FOR THE BUSHFIRE
SEASON

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for
preserving life.

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a
Catastrophic fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.

Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Catastrophic Fire
Danger Day closure by letter and COMPASS notification.

A Catastrophic Fire Danger Day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later
than 1:00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the
Catastrophic Day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your
child.

It is also important to note that:

- No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast
Catastrophic Day.

- School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is
determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

Our Bureau of Meteorology district is Central Victoria.

On these Catastrophic rating days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan - on such
days children should never be left at home or in the care of older children.

Emergency Procedures:

In the next few weeks we will be holding school fire drills. As a part of this process all students, staff and
visitors on site are required to evacuate the buildings and relocate on the school oval or in the Library.
During these times all students, staff and visitors need to follow evacuation procedures. Following in the
newsletter are the steps on what to do if you are on site when an evacuation takes place.

In the event that we have an emergency, our first priority is to ensure that the students are safe and call
for support through 000 and the DET Emergency Management number. As soon as 000 are called the
media will be aware of our emergency. With social media and police scanners, you may be aware of the
incident before we have had time to communicate with you. As stated, our first priority is to ensure all
student, staff and visitors are safe. At our earliest convenience we will make contact with families either
via phone, COMPASS or email.

Families can stay informed by monitoring warnings through the free VicEmergency app, via
the VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226), and listening toemergency broadcasters. Avoid travelling near
fire zones unless absolutely necessary and always follow the advice of emergency services.
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In the event of an emergency

When on site, please ensure that you sign yourself and any other person/child with you into
our visitors book.

If the emergency alarm is sounded, please evacuate immediately (external to the oval—
road end, internal to the library) via the most direct route.

Once in the designated area, staff will ensure that all personnel are present and accounted
for—the sign in book will be used to ensure all visitors to the site are present.
This is why it is vital that you sign in.

Remain in the designated area until further instructions are given by the incident commander. No

one will be allowed to return to the classrooms etc. until the emergency services have deemed the
site safe.

Car Park

SPEE D A friedly reminder that all school community members
and visitors are required to walk on the paths and not through the
LI MIT carpark.

athis is for everone’s safety. Please let anyone who may drop off or
collect your child about this safety rule.

Please be aware that our school driveway speedlimit is 10km/hr.
For everyone’s safety- students, staff and families, please abide by
this speed limit at all times, Thank you.




Important Dates

10th February Parent -teacher interviews

11th Parents & Friends AGM & Child Safety training for volunteers
17" School Review

26"  Inform and Empower parent information night
27th BMPSSA Swimming Carnival

March

2"?  Clean Up Australia Day for schools

3rd March Proposed School Council Meeting

9th March Labour day - Public Holiday

11th NAPLAN testing begins

31st Small Schools Sports Day - Mason Lane
April

2nd School dismissed at 2:30 for Term 1 holidays
3rd Good Friday - Public Holiday School holidays begin
20th Term 2 begins

28th BMPSSA Athletics Carnival for Years 4/5/6
May

8th BMPSSA Cross Country Carnival

8th Mother’'s Day morning activities

June

9" &10™ Gr 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion

12th Winter Sports Years 4/5/6

15th -25th whole School Swimming Program

2th School dismissed at 2:30pm for Term 2 Holiday
July

13th Term 3 commences

August

28" Summer Sports Years 4/5/6

September

2nd Father's Day BBQ breakfast

18th School dismissed 2:30 for Term 3 holidays
October

5th Term 3 begins

7th -9th Year 2/3 Billabong Camp, Echuca

19th - 21° Melbourne Camp Years 4/5/

28™ School Photo Day

December

18th Last day of the school year




RAISING KIDSIN -
A DIGITAL WORLD

SEMINARS FOR ALL LOCAL PARENTS & CARERS

Supported by Bacchus Marsh Blue Light : 7 Community Bank
. . Bacchus Marsh
& Community Bank Bacchus Marsh b , B Bendigo Bank

Seminar for Primary School Seminar for Secondary
Parents & Carers: College Parents & Carers:
Thurs 26 Feb Thurs 5 March

7.00 - 9.00 pm 7.00 - 9.00 pm

Public Hall Bacchus Marsh Grammar
Main St, Bacchus Marsh Maddingley Campus
Presented by Presented by
INFORME.EMPOWER

oo

Cyber Safety & Digital wellbeing

Register to attend
bit.ly/bacchus2026

Sessions suitable for parents/carers only







